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Abstract:  

In contemporary public discourse, academia is often described as socially and 
politically removed from the real world, a sentiment best captured in the common 
metaphor of the Ivory Tower. The modern history of the research university, however, 
is deeply intertwined with the history of the modern public sphere. This talk will being 
by examining the links between German universities and civil society in the late 
eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, and then will conclude with some 
comparative thoughts on current challenges faced by American state universities. 
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