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       Berlin, 09/12/2019 

Wanted: Visions for a Sustainable World and Solutions to Climate Problems  
“Visions / Solutions” online competition run by Die Junge Akademie’s Sustainability research group seeks 

entries for a positive future by 31/03/2020 | Up to 2,000 euros to be won 
 

As part of an online competition running until the 31st March 2020, Die Junge Akademie’s 

Sustainability research group is asking for digital submissions which focus on the idea of a sustainable 
future in a visionary or specific way. Participants can submit entries of all kinds - from pictures and 

videos to texts, songs and multimedia content - in either the “Visions” category or the “Solutions” 
category on the following website: 2020.diejungeakademie.de/en/visions-and-solutions-en. The three 
best entries in each of the two categories will win prizes of 2,000, 1,500 and 1,000 Euros. The winners 

will also have the opportunity to discuss their ideas with top-class scientists. The “Solutions” category 
of the competition is sponsored by UmweltBank. 

 
From a scientific point of view, one thing is certain: the climate is changing, and this is a result of 

human activity. Astrid Eichhorn, who is the spokeswoman for the Sustainability Research Group and 
also a physicist at the University of Southern Denmark and at Heidelberg University, explains the 

objective of the competition: “What we need are viable ideas for a different future. A sustainable way 
of life offers a wealth of opportunities, not only in ecological and economic terms, but also socially and 

culturally. With this competition, we want to counter the media images of an approaching catastrophe 
with ideas and initiatives that recognise and shape the opportunities for positive change.” Carolin 

Holzmann, jury member for UmweltBank, describes the green bank’s motivation behind supporting 
the competition: “We are convinced that the ecological challenges of our time can be overcome with 

confidence and creativity. In order for social change towards greater sustainability to succeed, specific, 
innovative ideas and platforms are needed to make these ideas known to the world. Die Junge 
Akademie’s competition creates such a platform. And we are therefore very happy to be a part of it!” 

 
Entries must be submitted digitally by 31st March 2020 using the online form on the 

2020.diejungeakademie.de/en/visions-and-solutions-en website. Participation is open to anyone 
interested in the topic. School pupils in particular are invited to contribute their ideas. Group entries 

are also possible. A jury will select the winning entries. All submitted entries must have a clear 
reference to the topics of climate change, our relationship to the natural world, or sustainability. They 

must also be clearly assigned to one of the two categories: “Visions” or “Solutions”. An important 
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criterion in both categories is the originality of the submission. Further information on the conditions 
of participation and the online form can be found here: 2020.diejungeakademie.de/en/visions-and-

solutions-en 
 

The competition is taking place as part of the activities surrounding the 20th anniversary of Die Junge 
Akademie in 2020. All information on events in the anniversary year can be found at 

2020.diejungeakademie.de/en or under the hashtag #jungeakademie2020. 
 
Press Material for Free Use 

Trailer for the competition: https://youtu.be/hMXSAN-o6Tc 
Embed Code: <iframe width="560" height="315" src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/hMXSAN-

o6Tc" frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; autoplay; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-in-
picture" allowfullscreen></iframe> 
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Die Junge Akademie is the first academy of young academics worldwide; offering prominent young scientists and artists, 

from German speaking backgrounds, interdisciplinary and socially relevant space for academic collaboration. The academy 
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was founded in 2000 as a collaborative project of the Berlin-Brandenburg Academy of Sciences and Humanities and the 

German National Academy of Sciences Leopoldina. Since then, Die Junge Akademie has developed into a model organization 

and inspiration for similar initiatives worldwide.    

 

UmweltBank is an independent private bank owned by around 11,000 shareholders. For more than 20 years, it has combined 

finance with ecological and social responsibility. It is committed to environmental protection not only by its name, but also in 

its statutes. No other bank allows investors to let their money work so consistently in an environmentally-friendly way; to 

date, around 23,000 environmental projects have been financed with low-interest promotional loans. Environmental 

preservation and financial success are equal objectives at UmweltBank. This is why it regularly publishes its results in an 

integrated sustainability and annual report. The company measures its success not only with economic indicators, but also by 

the CO2 emissions which have been saved through financing innovative environmental projects. 

 

 

Contact Die Junge Akademie:   Contact UmweltBank: 

Anne Rohloff     Dr. Carolin Holzmann 

Phone: +49 (0)30 203 70-563    Phone: +49 (0)9 11 5308-263 

E-mail: presse@diejungeakademie.de   E-mail: kommunikation@umweltbank.de 

www.diejungeakademie.de/en     www.umweltbank.de 
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